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entire-home listings than their surrounding regions.
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25Short-term rentals in Canada: An overview

Through removing housing that would otherwise be available on the long-term rental market, 
Airbnb is reducing housing supply and, in turn, housing affordability. These impacts are unevenly 
distributed. While the three largest Canadian cities have lost over 12,000 housing units from their 
long-term rental markets, housing loss in smaller CMAs in British Columbia (such as Kelowna and 
Abbotsford-Mission) is compounded by low vacancy rates and therefore may be more acutely felt. 
In other communities, Airbnb appears to have so far had a minor impact on housing availability, but 
these patterns may soon change, since Airbnb is growing significantly faster outside the major cities 
than within them. Particularly alarming is the high growth rate of FREH listings. Across all regions, 
this growth exceeds the growth in other listings, suggesting an increasing commercialization of 
STRs and a correspondingly increasing threat to housing affordability across Canada.
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Figure 10: The proportion of housing units frequently rented on Airbnb as entire homes
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Thank you!

Merci!


